
his city, and to the profession which he so wor¬
thily represents.
Perhaps never in the history of the Association

have there been such delicate and appropriate ex¬
pressions of hospitality as were accorded to the
physicians and their ladies by the ladies of Nash¬
ville ; and while they were in every instance most
royally bestowed, it is a most commendable fact
that the entertainments were so arranged as not
to interfere with the working hours of the Asso¬
ciation. This was a feature which we not only
endorse in the strongest terms, but we suggest
that it be permitted to govern in all future ar¬

rangements for our medical meetings. We are
confident that our medical men and their ladies
will long hold in pleasant remembrance the An¬
nual Meeting at Nashville.

MEDICAL MEN IN THE CORONER'S OFFICE.

The intelligent physicians and jurists of Denver
have been led to the formation of a medico-legal
society, as a partial corrective of the coronerial
status in Colorado. As in many another State,
the office of Coroner is more political than scien-
tific ; no medical qualifications are essential ; no
post-mortems need be held unless the Coroner
shall so ordain, and the rules of the County Com-
missioners aim rather at a cheap administration
of the office than at a satisfactory rendition of
the causes of sudden death, whether they be or
not of a suspicious or obscure character. Nearly
every young community must struggle along for
years in a contention with flimsy and inadequate
laws, with a miserly policy of reimbursing those
who do the scientific work in inquest cases, and
with the non-recognition of medicine in civic
organizations. The idea that physicians have
any official importance in the commonwealth is
always a backward product. In Denver the con-
ditions are probably no worse than in many an
older community, but its people are more alert in
regard to the causes of sudden death, in part,
because they have more of them. The Medico-
Legal Society of that place was recently ad¬
dressed by Dr. J. T. Eskridge for the purpose
of suggesting a remedy for inadequacy in the
public records pertaining to violent deaths. His
remedy consists in the appointment of a consult¬
ing physician to cooperate with the Coroner, and
to draw a fair salary as a county official ; he it is,

and not the Coroner, who shall decide upon the
question of holding autopsies and the extent to
which the investigation should be carried in diffi¬
cult and mysterious cases. This suggestion was
adopted by the society and a committee was
appointed to see what practical steps can be
taken to secure the creation of the office of med¬
ical consultant to the Coroner. This was little
other and better than a compromise result, since
there was a strong expression of opinion on the
part of the members that the true solution of the
difficulty resided in the selection of a physician,
and not a layman, for the Coronership itself. If
the law could be so framed as to make trained
medical men alone eligible to the office of Coro¬
ner there would be no necessity for having two
officials, as implied in the proposition of Dr. Esk¬
ridge. But ordinarily there are political reasons
why a layman would commonly have the prefer¬
ence over the physician, no matter how well
qualified and trained, and a law is necessary to
show the people that their best protection against
certain dangers to life and to the miscarriage of
justice is to be found in putting a higher value
than is generally done on the physician's respon¬
sibilities and almost constant usefulness in public
affairs, where life and death are among the factors
to be considered. It is proper to say here and to
repeat in public, whenever our words can give a
healthful impetus to the reflections of good citi¬
zens, that the experience of the world has been
that a good and thorough lay Coroner is the
exception and not the rule, while an inefficient
medical man in that office has hardty ever been
known. Of course, in the older countries of
Europe, there have been ample chances to judge
between the two classes of officials just referred
to, and there is abundant testimony to prove the
clear title which vests in the medical man for
fitness for, and an almost invariably satisfactorv
performance of, the office of the "Crowner's
quest. ' '

EDITORIAL NOTES.
The Academy of Medicine.\p=m-\The old New
York Academy building has been sold to a

library association for $60,000, or $20,000 less
than was expected to be realized. The new
Academy is rapidly approaching completion, but
it will require three or four months to bring about
the removal and the re-organization.
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New Hampshire Medical Society. \p=m-\The
ninety-ninth annual meeting will be held in Con-
cord, Monday and Tuesday, June 16 and 17, 1890,
at the hall of the G. A. R., 15 Warren street,
commencing at 11 o'clock A. M. There will be a
meeting of the Council on Monday evening, June
16, 1890, at the hall of the G. A. R., at 7 P. M.
As this meeting is designed to consider all ques-
tions relating to ethics or new business, and to
attend to all applications for membership, it is
hoped there will be a full attendance of the Coun-
cillors. All members having business or papers
to present to the Society must bring them in per¬
son, or forward them to the Secretary in season
for this meeting. All applications for member¬
ship must be made to the Secretary prior to this
meeting, giving full name and place of business,
when and where graduated, and, unless person¬
ally known to one or more members of the Coun¬
cil, the applicant should forward a recommenda¬
tion from some member of the Society. 'Members
of District Societies will be admitted on a certifi¬
cate of membership from the President or Secre¬
tary of the District Association. This meeting
will be called to order promptly, in order that
members of the Council may complete their work
in season to attend the reception given by the
management of the New Hampshire Asylum for
the Insane and the Board of Commissioners of
Lunacy.
The Pasteur Institute at New York.—

Dr. Gibier of this institution reports that the
number of persons admitted for treatment, in
March and April, was 20, of whom thirteen were
received in March.

Curious Case of Catalepsy.—The Paris
correspondent of The Lancet relates the following
curious case as having occurred at Dunkirk on
April 14, and as "showing the utility of cata¬
lepsy." A young girl of 17 years was seized
with a violent attack of epilepsy, and fell on the
above date into a canal. A boatman immediately
jumped into the water to save her, and brought
her to shore after twenty minutes. The most
singular circumstance connected with the accident
is that when the young girl was taken out of the
water she presented all the symptoms of catalepsy;
and notwithstanding this long immersion, she
was resuscitated, and nothing afterwards trans¬
pired to cause any anxiety.

The Australian Rabbit Pest.—The Lancet
says : The final report has been issued of the
Royal Commissioners in NewSouthWales on the
result of the schemes received in response to their
proclamation of August, 1887, offering a reward
of ,£25,ooo for any method for the effectual ex¬
termination of rabbits. The schemes were very
numerous, and suggested various methods. The
commissioners advise that when necessary the
State should advance to lessees of Crown lands
and occupiers of land the cost of netting fencing
on certain conditions; but they have found no
evidence to warrant the belief that any known
method can exterminate rabbits.

Medical Society of West Virginia.—The
twenty-third annual meeting will be held at
Wheeling, W. Va., June 11, 12 and 13, 1890.
The Committee ofArrangements is making special
preparations for the entertainment of members
and guests.
The International Medical Congress at
Berlin.—In the Section of Pharmacology, a
discussion on Anaesthetics will be opened by Dr.
Lauder Brunton, and one on the Pharmacopoeia
question by Dr. Langgaard. Addresses will also
be delivered by Professors Binz, Böhm, Brackett,
and Liebreich. A souvenir of the meetings will
be presented to the members of the section in the
form of a "conspectus " of all the German essays
on experimental pharmacology which have ap¬
peared during the last twenty-five yrears.
Cremation.—The sixth meeting of delegates

from the various cremation societies will meet at
Berlin from August 4th to 6th. The following is
the programme as at present arranged : Report
on the position of legislation with regard to cre¬
mation in different countries ; the conditions of
transport of dead bodies on railways in Germany
and elsewhere ; discussion on the best kind of
cremation chamber, and the results by experience
in different countries.
The Late Prof. Damaschino.—The friends

and pupils of the late Prof. Damaschino have
opened a subscription to meet the cost of placing
his bust in the Examination Hall of the Faculty
ofMedicine, Paris.
Lepers in India.—At a recent meeting in

London it was stated that the official statistics
estimated the total number of lepers at 135,000.
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